
DAILY NEWS 
UPDATES

FEDERAL NEWS
• Amid light volumes, Canada’s main stock index closed lower yesterday, in its first day of trading after 

the holiday weekend. The S&P/TSX composite index closed down 80.45 points, about 500 points 
ahead of where it was last year at this time, but short of its record high from Feb. 2020.

• The Philippine’s president, Duterte, has imposed a new travel ban, barring travelers from Canada 
from entering the country until at least mid-January, in an effort to prevent the spread of the new 
COVID variant.

PROVINCIAL NEWS
• As Quebec health authorities are reporting another 2,381 new cases of COVID-19, and trending 

around 2,000 cases daily, Quebec now has a list of demands for the federal government regarding 
travel restrictions as about 3,000 people are expected to return to the province today.

• Quebec has now recorded its first case of the UK COVID-19 variant. So called, “Variant S”, was 
detected in a person whose family member returned home after a stay in the UK. The family member 
retuned December 11th and tested positive two days later.

USA NEWS
• President Trump’s Operation Warp Speed promised 20 million doses of the vaccine in the U.S. by 

year-end, but states have only received 11.4 million doses so far. Experts now say that the U.S. will 
need to vaccinate 3 million people per day to hit the vaccination goal.

• As of next year, half of the U.S. states will raise their minimum wage towards the $15 goal. 
Companies like Walmart and Starbucks have also announced new hikes to their pay floors as they  
try to recruit workers during the pandemic.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
• Germany expects the EU to grant rapid approval to the Oxford University and AstraZeneca developped 

COVID-19 vaccine. Germany’s support for the AstraZeneca vaccine comes as EU member countries 
look to fill supply chains for vaccination drives that began last weekend with the Pfizer vaccine.

• Britain becomes the first country in the world to approve the COVID-19 vaccine developed by Oxford 
University and AstraZeneca, hoping that rapid action will mitigate a surge of infections driven by the 
new highly contagious COVID variant.
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