
DAILY NEWS 
UPDATES

FEDERAL NEWS
• Weston family sells some of its shares to George Weston Ltd & Loblaw Companies Ltd, as part of 

internal reorganization. The move is to leave Gale Weston as the controlling shareholder of George 
Weston Ltd. The deal will give both firms a 97% discount on the average share purchase price.

• Prime minister Trudeau says if Canada has excess vaccines, they will be shared with the world.  
As of now, Canada has signed contracts guaranteeing access to 214 million doses of potential 
COVID-19 vaccines with the option to purchase 200 million more.

PROVINCIAL NEWS
• Beginning January 25, specialized nurse practitioners (IPS) will be allowed to diagnose and treat 

without supervision of a doctor for certain diseases including diabetes and asthma. This is seen as 
an “historic advance” fully recognizing the skills of IPS and results in better access to health care.

• The city of Montreal announces that small Montreal businesses to benefit from an additional 
governmental funding of $20 million in order to help hem get through the pandemic. This comes on 
top of the $60 million previously given. Up to 2,700 businesses have benefited as of yet.

USA NEWS
• Drug maker giant Johnson & Johnson enrolls 45,000 participants for their first late-stage trial of its 

single dose COVID-19 vaccine candidate and is said to expect interim data by late-January. J&J says 
it plans to submit an emergency use authorization to the FDA in February.

• FDA advisory panel overwhelmingly backs Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine. This now paves the way for 
a possible second COVID-19 vaccine that could be distributed next week. The non-binding decision 
was adopted 20-0 with one abstention.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
• The EU’s chief negotiator, Bernier, says “only a few hours left” for a UK and EU post-BREXIT trade 

agreement. Bernier went on to state that there is still a “chance” for a deal but the path “is narrow”. 
Talks between the parties resumed today. 

• Oil prices dipped today, to $51 a barrel, although still headed toward a seventh weekly increase in 
a row. Brent crude was down 17 cents or 0.3% to $51.33 a barrel and U.S. West Texas Intermediate 
crude, which also reached its highest since March stayed unchanged at $48.36 a barrel.
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