
DAILY NEWS 
UPDATES

FEDERAL NEWS
• Canada’s population growth halts in third quarter after travel restrictions and closed borders 

prevented most forms of immigration. In the three months to September, Canada’s population was 
virtually unchanged, to 2,767 to just over 38 million, the lowest documented increase since 1946.

• Canada’s annual inflation accelerated to 1% in November, compared to 0.7% in October. The price 
pressures nationwide accelerated last month to the fastest since February, led by shelter costs. 
Economists had projected 0.8%.

PROVINCIAL NEWS
• Priority groups are set to get their first round of shots to protect against the virus as of Monday 

December 21st, across Quebec. Future vaccination sites to be spread out across 14 health regions  
in the province, where half are long-term care facilities.

• Quebec is set to give the province’s cinemas $4.6million to help the sector deal with impact from  
the pandemic. Funding will also go to supporting Quebec filmmaking that is showcased at local 
theatres. 76 theatres, 469 screens are set to benefit from the funding.

USA NEWS
• Americans filing for first time unemployment benefits rose again last week as surges in cases keep 

rising. Initial claims for state unemployment benefits totaled seasonally adjusted 885,000 for the 
week ending December 2nd, compared to 862,000 the week prior.

• U.S. airlines are set to receive a four-month extension of a government assistance program that is 
set to provide another $17 billion to fund payroll costs. The additional funds, part of a $900 billion 
COVID-19 relief bill are still under negotiation.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
• Bitcoin hits a new all-time high breaking through $20,000. The virtual currency has gained over 170% 

this year. Wednesday, Bitcoin jumped 4.5% to reach $20,440 fueled by demand from investors keen 
on its potential for quick profits.

• Swiss pharmaceutical firm Novartis buys U.S. based neuroscience company Cadent for upwards of 
$770 million, gaining full rights to Cadent’s portfolio. Cadent to receive $210 million upfront and is 
eligible for up to $560 million in milestone payments.
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