
DAILY NEWS 
UPDATES

FEDERAL NEWS
• The province of Ontario reported a record-high 1,855 new COVID-19 cases, as well as a reported 

58,000 tests on Friday. Officials say it will be at least two weeks before the lockdowns imposed in 
Toronto and Peel Region have any tangible effect in the province’s case numbers.

• Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced that the federal government has chosen a senior military 
commander to lead its COVID-19 vaccine distribution efforts for a massive inoculation campaign.

PROVINCIAL NEWS
• Black Friday lines form overnight in Montreal despite COVID-19 pandemic. Retail analysts say the 

majority of this year’s Black Friday purchases will likely be made online, but some, like the crowd in 
Montreal, will still hit up brick-and-mortar shops.

• Prime Minister Justin Trudeau says a majority of Canadians should be vaccinated against the 
coronavirus by next September. No vaccine has been approved for use in Canada yet, but the federal 
government has signed advanced purchase agreements with five vaccine candidates.

USA NEWS
• Retailers to shift their approach to the holiday shopping season, opening the promotional window 

for Black Friday deals much earlier than years past. The willingness to embrace an extended Black 
Friday period likely depends on e-commerce success.

• The number of COVID-19 patients being treated in hospitals across the United States reached 90,000 
on Friday after nearly doubling in the last month. Upcoming holiday gatherings are expected to 
propel the next wave of infections.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
• Britain and other nations press on with AstraZeneca vaccine amid trial questions. The Philippines 

and Thailand secured millions of doses, giving the shot a vote of confidence after experts raised 
questions about trial data.

• Estonia and Latvia have been taken off of the UK government’s travel corridor list. Meanwhile, Aruba, 
Bhutan, East Timor, Mongolia and some Pacific islands have been added, meaning travellers from 
those places will not need to self-isolate upon arrival.
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