
DAILY NEWS 
UPDATES

FEDERAL NEWS
• WestJet is shutting down most of its operations in Atlantic Canada. The airliner announced it will be 

eliminating 100 flights, representing 80% of the airline’s service in and out of Atlantic Canada. The move 
is planned to come into effect November 2nd and will affect some 29 employees.

• Air Canada’s president and CEO, Calin Rovinescu, is set to retire this coming February. Rovinescu has 
been at the head of country’s largest air carrier since 2009. He believes Air Canada is well placed for 
recovery when borders reopen. He will be succeeded by Michael Rousseau.

PROVINCIAL NEWS
• After an initial flu vaccine order of 1.6 million doses, the Quebec government has decided to boost 

that order to 2 million doses. As the Quebec influenza vaccine campaign is set to begin November 1, 
these 2 million doses will be available for free to those in the public program’s high-risk group.

• Quebec premier Legault has made the announcement that Halloween is still a go in the province but 
that it is reserved only for children. Kids to still be allowed to go door to door but only with members 
of their household and need to keep two-meter distance from those giving out candy.

USA NEWS
• Hopes that pharmaceutical giant Pfizer could apply for U.S. emergency use of its COVID-19 vaccine 

in November has helped soothe financial markets shaken by fears that a resurgence of cases would 
undermine an already fragile economic recovery.

• Consumers spent at a much faster pace than expected in September, with retail sales rising 1.9%, 
showing that the U.S. economy’s biggest driver remains healthy. Clothing and accessories led the 
way with an 11% jump, and sporting goods, music and books jumping 5.7%.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
• China’s third-quarter growth data comes out Monday and is expected to show the effects of the 

pandemic receding. World’s second largest economy is expected to have grown 5.2% in July to 
September from a year earlier. The yuan is priced for it and global recovery depends on it.

• BP is set to make about 7,500 compulsory redundancies after roughly 2,500 staff or over one in ten 
of those eligible applied for voluntary severance. The oil giant had announced in June it would layoff 
about 15% of its workforce and these new ones would come from office jobs.
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