
DAILY NEWS 
UPDATES

FEDERAL NEWS
• House of Commons unanimously passes legislation approving new benefits for workers left jobless 

by the pandemic. Bill C-4, passed in the House, got approval from the Conservatives and the Bloc that 
had previously protested. The bill replaces the defunct $500-per-week CERB.

• Canada’s economy continued its recovery with the GDP expanding by 3%. Stats Canada reports that 
all 20 sectors of the economy grew as businesses continued to reopen and tried to get back to normal. 
All in all, GDP was 6% below February’s levels.

PROVINCIAL NEWS
• Lotto-Quebec temporarily lays off 1,350 employees in its Montreal and Quebec City casinos due 

to the pandemic’s second wave. Layoffs are to take effect October 1st at midnight, the same time 
the  new rules come into force for regions now in the red zone. Casinos are to remain closed until 
October 28th.

• Many Quebec emergency rooms are now said to be overflowing as concerns on dealing with the 
second wave intensify. Dr. Boucher, president of the association of specialists in urgent care, says its 
now five weeks, especially in Montreal, that there is a 15%-20% overflow.

USA NEWS
• A New report from ADP shows that companies have added jobs at faster rate than expected in 

September due in large part to a surge in manufacturing hires. The firm’s monthly private-sector job 
counts showed a growth of 749,000, ahead of the 600,000 expected from a Dow Jones economist. 

• Billions in federal airline aid are set to expire Thursday with it more than 30,000 job cuts if Trump 
officials provide additional aid. The original CARES act passed by congress included $25billion in 
federal grants expiring September 30, in hopes of a recovery that never materialized.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
• UK based online grocer Ocado overtakes Tesco in stock market value as investors keep betting on 

the firm. Ocado is now valued at £2.17billion, more than Tesco’s £2.11billion, even though it has a 
fraction of the UK grocery market share at 1.7% compared to Tesco’s 26.8% share.

• Royal Dutch Shell says it will cut 7,000 to 9,000 jobs as it deals with challenges including the slump in 
oil demand amidst the pandemic. The firm said cuts are to be implemented by 2022 but no indication 
where the losses will happen. Shell employs 83,000 worldwide.
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